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required to assure proper restoring of the pavement.1 Public-
service companies that have occasion to ask for frequent
permits are usually allowed to give a general bond covering
all the permits of the year in lieu of a cash deposit for each
one. Strict regulations as to methods of excavating, as to
the guarding of openings by day and night while the work
is in progress; and as to the refilling of the cavity and the
restoration of the pavement or sidewalk are in force in most
cities.2 These are usually printed on the back of the permit.
The deposit is held until the whole work has been finished to
the satisfaction of a street inspector, who certifies the fact in
writing. This system of deposits, permits, and inspection
lias done good service in protecting the streets, but the in-
spection is often so superficial that most of our cities still
lose heavily each year. The Boston Finance Commission
estimated in 1910 that the city's loss, through the failure of
public-service companies to put the streets into their orig-
inal condition af^er openings, amounted to about $200,000
per year. In some municipalities the arrangement requires
that all replacements must be made by the city's own street
department employees and the cost charged to the com-
panies; but it is doubtful whether this plan serves much
better. To put street pavements or sidewalks back as they
were, especially in winter months, is next to impossible,
The best policy is to have such cooperation that the number
of inevitable openings may be reduced,

The adequate protection of the streets involves also an
efficient regulation of traffic.    Inasmuch as street surfaces
give way if subjected to improper use, the service which the street
streets are supposed to render will be greatly impaired if troffio-

1 In Boston In 1912 the income from fees for such permits amounted
to over six thousand dollars.    Boo Report of the Public Works Department,
1912, p. 462.

2 A concise summary of tho rules tbat exist in about fifty American cities
regarding excavations for house connections with sowers, water mains,
and gas mains may bo found in the Municipal "Journal* xxxvi 894-395
(March 19, 1914),